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A New Report for Policy Makcﬁsq
Higher Education ’

G Palanithorai*

Last yeur ¢ German publisher has brought out an antho opy entitled
“India: Preparation for the world of work: Education System and Sehool
ta Work ‘Transition” edited by a Cologhe Universily Business School
Professor Matthias Pilz with the active support of fhe academics ol Indja
and olher counteies'. Fogus of the book was on preparation of youth for
the world of work and cssentially all the articles analyse the process of
preparing the youth through skill cducation for industry and service, It
was released in IIM. Bangalare by the German Counsel General, While
releasing the book, the German Counsel General has indicated the
epportunitics for India (o become a supplier of manpower to the whole
of the world requirement both for creation of knowledge sconomy and
lor service industry. To make use of the new opportunity, Indian federal
government has to work with state governments synergically theoush an
appropriate policy framework, [t has to be done fastly and professionally.
To wake up the slombering (he educational institutions an array of sleps
have been indicaled in the course of his lecture, ‘The idea for the
publication of anthology was the ontcome of an international conference
held in Germany organised by Prof, Matthias Pilz in Cologne Universily
from 22 to 24" September, 2014, 1t was a well organissd programme
and well attended from all over the world. Tt was g programme orzanised
seriously and meticulously under the title ‘Comparative Vocational
education and training’ and in which | was asked 1o chair a session meant
for India. There were different sessions in the conference meanl for
diseussion on the practives of skill education in different countries. Indian
scholars had made presentations in the canlirence aboul the skill education
practices in India which was chaired by e, The scholars who attended
the session have critically evaluated the papers presented in the conference
on Indian expericnce in the lght of the experionce in other countries and
mostly in the backdrop of the west Buropean countrics, In those
presentations major challenges faced by India in skilling the youth have
been captured, While summing up, I bserved that the whole discourse is
on skilling youth lrom the perspective of industry and service seetor and
not from the perspective of the informal seetor where 90% of the
workforce is inaction. India to be become above middle income CEONONTY,
the work [orce in the inlormal sector has to be skilled professionally. This
aspect is missing in the whole discourse not only in the conference where
we presented papers in Germany but also in discourses in India an skill
development initiatives.

Al the end of the session. we had 7 meeting with Prof, Matthins Pilz
and we mooted the idea of bringing out an anthalogy based on the
prescniations in the conference on India. He also readily agreed and
approached a reputed publisher for publication, The publishing company
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