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on'ble HRD Minister’s slatzment making res€arch optional
for college leachers puls paid to any semiblance of quality jﬁlpmvcmcnl
in Higher Fducation. L'he only silver lining is that e 18 a Minister's
statement and not one of the Ministry’s policy decisinns. Maybe his
statement is merely to trigger a debzte on thy subjecl. His statement
addresses 1wo issucs-one dealing with academie rescarch by teachers in
colleges and the other with grade promotion using the AP (Academic
Performance Indicaror) seore that sives weighlage Lo research, The
Idinister has refained the AP scove fiw promotion bul given a huge leeway
for reachers we digpense with rescareh in their disciplines, It is debatable
whether college eachors will rejoice in receiving this largesse from the
Wlimster or Teel a sense of humiliation, loss of esteem and unwosthiness
that the wversilics have no value for research nndertalien by them und
that they are inferior lo thelr counterparts at the university,

[t is difficult to understand the rationale behind this statement
especially ot a fime whon higher cdueation is in deep crisis wday, The
qﬁaljty and slanderd ol higher aducation s far below the standard of
world top universitios and the numbear of high standard research papers
from our universshies 15 pathetically nesligible. There have heen incessan|,
discussiony aboul the girategics needed to raise the bar to muke our
aniversilics come closer to world class universities. Bul no visible
mprevenienl has taken place despite the imnumerable recommendutions
given by committee after committee, sct up by the HRD Minisury and
LIGC W improve the guality of inpart and output m our universities, 11 is
ironical why now no commitiee has been formed o analyze why all these
gtrategies have not yielded the desired result and why all the Ministry s
men and women and all the UGE: men and women could naot put
universities back on its rudl. Bul it 15 not a rocker science to know why
our universities are on a steady and at imes alarmingly steep decline.

L. The strategies that are being mooted are not by college and
university teachers, The university and the colleges gel instructions
from the UGC which functions as His Masters Voice of the [TIRD
Ministry, Ttis only the wearer who knosws where the shoe pinches.
The teachers know what nopedes tstibutionsl progress and what
remnadies are needed to overcome them. To set our howse in order,
wi necd the family members e deliberate the problems, Tlow can
members sitting in their a-conditioned rooms far away from the
Loiversity and college campuses, appreciate the problems both of
Lhe teacher and the auaght?

. The political correctness has made our politictans und leaders
pramise Woopen the university portals woall who desire o ener
these hallowed gates, But who has (he dirmg w Timil the univessidy
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