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\:1 the ancient Indian universitics, the academic freed
profiessional responsitnlity were soomuch intimately inlegrated that the
need to have o separate agency for ssscssment, acereditation andior
rinking the universities was never fell Educational administraters and
academics did net flinch from evaluating their own performance.
Maintenanee of stindards and preservation ol quality were the matters of
mternal ’1ppmiu| and supervision, Students were motivated to imbibe the
complete and generous higher ecducation that would enable them to perform
all the offices of private and public. of peace and war. No poblicity was
made ahout the status and achievement of the instiutions of highe
learning. A a matter of fact, their passing owt soudents themselves were
the embodiment ofquality and testiviony of the high scadermnic and ethical
standards of the institlutions,

Althongh, comparison and compelition are with us since the dewn
ofthe civilization, their hold on hurnan activities has been heightened with
lhi advent of globalization. Avenues, opportunities and aspiration for the
people in general, and youth in particular are growing very fast. An
aspirationslor having and studying in the *world class’ educational
instilutions is pushing the individuals and the institutions to attain a
competitive edge Lo malch their performance with the students and
academics of other countries.

Strugele for Status

Higher education has always been concerned with status and we
have a stromg natural tendency 1o cotmpele through emulation, There has
always been those in the higher education institutions who are primarily
concerned with status: their vwn personal position, the standing of ther
subjeet or department, the reputation of their students and the position of
their institulion, The pre-occupation with status and the amount of
attention, fme and rescurces institutions are devoting o impraving thei
posilion 1s 3 deeply troubling phenomenon, This ‘stragele Tor stalus”, for
itg owen sake, rather than seeking a reputation by satisfving the educationul
needs of the students. s a poor use of resources. This prestige secking
zame is largely poinfless because this is by definition hmited in quality.
The really prestigious institutions have a hugs lead vver the rest “The elite
ends to remain elite and success breeds success”,

“In higher education™, says Brown (2011}, “the *proxy’ that 1 most
often used is the slunding ul the ingtitnion concerned.” In conventional
thinking. it is high quality that leads 1o a high reputation or prestipe. Rut,
the diffieulty of identifying qualily in higher education, o of finding agreed
measures/indicators leads inevitably to high quality boing equaled, with
presidge or institutional standing,
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