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I. ' Singh* and Ne.ha*}

MNational Council for Teacher Education (NCTL) recently carme out
with Tweo-year b bd Cuarriculum. The curticulum document opens making
a few tall claims:

a) Ontlines the nature of experiences to be offered (o sludent-leachers
Lo make them ‘reflective practitioners™;

k) CHfers a comprehensive coverage of themes and vigorons field

engagement with the child, school and community;

All the courzes include inbui ke feld-hased unis of study and projaces

alongwith theoretical inputs from an inter-disciplinary perspective;

c)

d) Eogagemenl with the Teld 15 the curriculuar component meant w

holistically link all the courses across the programime;
) Tocludes special courses for enhancing professional capacities of
the student-teachars; and lastly; and

fy - Transaction of the courses using a variety of approaches, such as
case studies, group presentuzions, projects, discussion on reflective
Journals, observation ol chitdren, and interaclhions with the community

in mulliple socio-cullural environments.

Most of these claims, and many more, have been alloat, stock and
barrel, over the last forty-live vears v so, since the 1964-66 Bducalion
Commission’s observations, deserving Nation's constructive and creative
response, hobwithstanding the shoddy and lopaided implementaton of
ity principal premises and hali-hearted acceptance of its major
recommendations, leaving the crucial matter of comprehensive
improvement in education hal fesay and in doldnnms, despite the creation
of a whole lot of institutiony like Academic Staft Colleges and DIETs
and conversion ol other existing mstitutions into Colleges of Teacher
Fducatton and [1ASES which seem to bave made a futile effort to prove
their worth and accountability towards cducation per se and towards
teachers, in particular, To add fuel w the simmering flame of teacher
burn-out, the creation of Apex level regulatory mstitutions like NOTE
{since 1973-7d non-statutory and [ 993 slalutory) scoms o have proven
Lo be a kind ol nefarious ploy o disropt the sinews of the system to such
an extent that lakhs of teachers duly trained and qualified as per university
norms and standards are seen to be hopelessly standing on the roadside
in search of a job, wholly shocked and shaken D no Taull of theirs,
except that of the system itself'as such on the pretext of obtaining quality
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