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Open Educational Resources: A
tential Ally to Promote Blended
Learning in Higher Education

Pradeep Kumar Misra®

Blended learming is a now norm in higher educalion systems across
the World. For example, the 207 5 Horizon Report points out that blended
learning i3 on the rise at umversities and colleges as a higher percentage
of students are combining onling and fiswe-lo-lace ¢lasses (Johnson,
Adams. Bsirada and Freeman, 200 5) Blended learning has cmerged as
4 new teaching-leaming approach to deliver higher lovels of leamning
interactivity and higher levels of student engagement, as observed by
anulher Report,

“HEvery higher education institution toduy faces the complex
challenges of serving increased enrollment levels within tight budgets.
Adding to the complexily arc new sludent expectations for the when,
where and how of leaming where pam‘me listening and doing elasswork
i isolation dre no Jonger acceplnble, These Lhﬂﬂl{llgﬁh are prompting
many volleges and unwuqilmﬁq explote new approdches, especially
blended learning, for dl.,lv,r-%t'::_m.l;,fk course¥’, (The Centef for Digital
Education, 2012, p.2). :
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Blended learning 1s g,em,r.illy‘?{;grcewui as a tmmdl education
program that integrates facc-to- [‘m.c\l;'ﬁiﬂ:a weith technolowy-based,
digital instruction. In this process. learming takes place in (or in a
combination of) online, mobile. or classtoom environments. Newy-a-
days a number of higher céucation institutions are integrating technology
into the course with online management systems such as Blackboard or
Moodle to provide video lectures and supporting materials to the
students, in simple lerms, they are practicing blended learning. Blended
learuing, also termed as hybrid learning is defined by Barhour et al.
(2011, p. 5) as,

“Learning that combines two mades ol instruction, online and face-
to-face, but at potentially differen: points i time,..”
Another widely accepted definition from the Claylon Christensen
Tnatitute (2015) describes hlended lzarning as,

“The definition of blended learming is a formal education program in

which a student learms: at least in part through online learming, with

some clement of student control over time, place, path, andfor pace;

at lcast in part in a supervised brick-and-martar location away trom

home: and the maodaliries along each student’s learning path within s

coutse or subject are connected o provide an integrated learning
experience,”

Blended leaming is expecied w deliver multiple benefits like- cnubling

both advanced and at-risk studenis to learm at their own level and pace;
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