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?_b_raduate Attributes: Hallmark of
» College and University Students

A Toseph Dovairng*

« What kind of students should cur colleges and universities produce?

P ’;ﬁ":ﬁh.l'shmlld be the attributes of those passing out of higher educational

Lainstitutions? What should be the hallmark of these students whao have had

-the benefit of higher education that is denied to mors than 75 per cent of
the Tndian youth? [n shert, what should be the graduate atiributes?

Though institutions and cducationists have been earnestly rying o
acdress these guestions for guile some lime now, @ consensus has eluded
thera, Almost all institutions have their own specific viswon, mission and
charter and therefore every college or university has institution-specibic
attributes that are handed down to students religiously. Just as there are
institution-specific attributes, there are disciplme-specific atlribulcs as
well. For instance, while technical institutions expect their students 1o b
seientifically and techmologically -oriented and gadgel-savyy, medical
institutions prepare students who will not only know but treasure the value
of Tife and be acutely aware of the implications of mortality— sometimes
the slender difference between hife and death. A Gandhian institution would
emphasize values like lruth, peace and non-violsnee in ifs students,

The mission statement of Yale University reads as Tollows: “Yale is
committed to improving the world today amid for future generations through
cutstanding research and scholarship, cducation, preservation, and
practice, Yale educates agpiring [caders worldwide who serve all sactors
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of society. We corry out this massion through the free exchange of ideas in
an ethical, interdependent, and diverse community of faculty, stall,
students, and alumni”. The mission statement of Gandhigram Rural
Institute reads as follows: “To provide for instrugtion and iraining in such
branches of learning as will promote a classless and casieless society: to
provide for research and advancement and dissenination of knowledgs;
and to function as a centre for extension work leading to integrated rursl
development campus™,

While it s true that we should not losc sight of mstitution-specific
attributes, which basically stem from the founder’s vision and dream. all
institulions should be absolutely clear about the gencral attribules their
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students should possess and these should be articulated unequrvocally.
There are seven attributes that all students should podsess irespective of
the institution and discipline they belong to,

Multicultural Perspective

Todiay s worlid is fractured i terms of religious, lingwistic and cthnic
difforences— “clash of civilizations™. Surprisinely, even as the world has
come together and its geographical borders arc shrinking, thanks (o
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