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Uhiton Minister of HREL in Dainik Jagaran, a daily newspapgr on 24
August, 2016, through which the Minister has invited public offinion.on
certain issges relate:d to our education system. The Minster-cxpeeted:
that guch opinion would Aelp the government in Tarnalating e 3+
National Pelicy on Education {(NI'E) to be launched shortlyzBeing a
humnble retired vniversity teacher, | feel deeply converned aboul certnin
educationu] 1ssues which necd nrgent resolution. T have tried o be very

brief and presented my views on crucial issues concerning elementany,,

secondary and higher sducation,

Flementary Kducation

The dliader published by the government shows that during last 70
vears we have beon abie to achieve the goal of UEE enly partially.
Presently, aboul 96% of children aged 6-11 vears and noarly B0 per cent
of those aged 11-14 vears go to school, The dropoul rale for childeen
from all social sectioms hoa also come down substomtially, But, qualicy
of education imparted in aur schoals is very poor. The published reports
show that an average elementary school child 15 ol least two clesses behind
his present class in terms of knowledge and basiv skills expected to
develap, For example. a class W child has only develeped knowledge
and skills cxpected of w class [ child. A sizeable portion of class ¥
children cannol reacd elass T ook in language. This ratses many questions
which need to be answered through the new education policy,

&  [low could a el bd of eluss W, who cannol ead class 11 ook, reach
class V' There has been some very serious flaw in our agsessmenl/
prometion system. We may or may not have a formal system of
examination for small children, for psychological reasons, bul we
st have some means o ensure that minimuwm essential knowledpge
and skills expected of a child of a given class, develop to the desired
level. For this purpose, minimum levels of learning shonld be
identified for each class and no child showld be promoed to the next
higher class unless he nchieves thase levels, Theeries of instruction
have arzued that every child can learn everything if method of
instruction and time requircd are adjusted to suit his/her reguirements,
The WI'E should address this iasue judicioushy,

e Ttis learnt through he press that there s scute shertage ol qualified,
trained and competent teachers m schools, Many schools in seme
states are running at the merey of para-teachers under different
nomenclalures, These para-teaches ars under cualified, academically
poar, ill-trained and low paid. Subseguently, they suffer from low
level job-satisfacrion, less interest m teaching, incompetence m
teaching skills and low self~concept. 'This tells upon their performance
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