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loved to coach. In his playing
days, he used ‘to mentor
young batsmen in his team.

So, when he hang up his
boots, coaching was his first
option for a new career. The
last six years have given him
several reasons to justify his
decision.

This past season has made
him particularly happy — as
the batting coach of Kerala’s
senior team which made his-
tory by qualifying for the
Ranji Trophy semifinals. “It
felt great being part of this
remarkable campaign by the
Kerala team,” he told The
Hindu on Tuesday. “This
was something Kerala could
not have dreamt of in my
playing days.”

Sebastian, a left-handed
opener, had played in 11
matches from 2004 to 2008.

Second consecutive

win for Kerala
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Kerala

defeated Punjab by five

wickets in the women’s

under-23 one-day league at
CF pithwala ground in Sural
on Tuesday.

Chasing 194 for a win,

Kerala slipped to 35 for four
but A. Akshaya (79) shared
rwo half-century stands

with Keerthy K. James (29)
and Drishya (50 not out) to

hle her side record a

four-wicket win.

£arlier, Punjab rode on

half centuries from Amarpal

¥aur (69) and Amanjot Kaur
=3 ore 193 for five in

Kerala asit had
be disha by 61 runsin
the first match.

The scores:

Punijab 193 for five in 50 overs
r 69, Amanjot

aya 79,
2t out, Keerthy K.

Easy for Kerala
Police, AG's Office
Kerala Police blanked St.
George ¥C 5-0 in the
Thiruvananthapuram

*KERALA'ROUND-

Sebastian Antony.
= SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

wrhose days, players weren’t
given that many chance; so
just about everyone in the
side would be under great
pressure o maintain  his
place,” he recalled. “Things
changed when Sujith Soma-
sunder took over as the Kera-

district super division
football league at the
University stadium here on
Tuesday.

Aneesh and Jimmy struck a
brace while Akhiljith scored
the other goal for Kerala
Police which recorded its
first win in the league.
Defending champion AG’s
Office started its campaign
with a thumping 6-0 win
over Black Arrows.

The results:

Kerala Police 5 (Aneesh 7, 56,
Jimmy 48,75, Akhijith 68) bt
st, George FCO.

AG's Office 6 (Finu 40, Midhun
50, Sajan 55, Sherin 5am 60,
Asif 63, Manu 68) bt Black

Arrows O.

RFC Cochin

beats SAT
xocht: REC Cochin defeated

SAT, Tirur by a solitary go
in a Kerala Premier League
(KPL) football league match
at the Maharaja’s College
ground here on Tuesday.
Rooney Youssef scored the
match-winner in the 28th
minute.

Shan stars in

Sharon CC's win
Mohammed Shan slammed
an unbeaten quick century
(117 off 73 balls) to enable
Sharon CC beat Muthoot
ECC-B by six wickets in the

(/Za_‘ ’hcfu .

};‘&cﬂm@c{% |, 2o

significant, especially in bat-

/W'mning start for
Viswajyothi

ting,” he said. “And [ enjoyed
working with hing 1 was his

teammate too when -he i Vishnu proving a lot of peo-

played for Kerala in the Ranji

Trophy as a professional." iz

Sebastian said he had a
learnt also from working un-
der Dav Whatmore, who has
been in charge of Kerala for
the last two seasons. “He has
shown how one could get the
best out of a player;” he said.
“He is very tactical and I-also
admire the way he handles
them; he knows how to get
his point across without be-
ing critical”

Looking back at the sea-
son, Sebastian said he had
worked a lot with P Rahul,
the opener who was the find
of the season for Kerala,

38th Coromandel Cement
all-Kerala cricket
tournament at the BPCL
KRL ground here on
Tuesday.

Batting first, Muthoot ECCB
set a challenging target of
258 for Sharon CC.

However, Mohammed
Shan’s breezy knock
ensured that Sharon CC
reached the targetinthe .
35th over.
The scores:
Muthoot ECC-B 257 in 49.5
overs (Adarsh Raj 58, T.K.
Rishnad 48, Rohit M. Menon
45, V.M. Samaj three for 29)
lost ta Sharon CC 259 for four
in 34.5 overs (Mohammed
an 117 n.o.).

vazuakuLam: Host
Viswajyothi College of
Engineering defeated
College of Engineering,
Chenganoor, 56-29 in the
opening match of the 9th
Magnum inter-engineering
college all-Kerala basketball
tournament here on
Tuesday.

The result:

Viswajyothi CoE 56 (Sravan
Sunil 12) bt CoE, Chenganoor,
26 (Amose Sajan 13).
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‘'way Sijomon Joseph has

evolved as a ‘bowling all-

rounder this season. “I have

been following Sijomon for a

long time,” he said: “He was

part of the Kerala Under-14,
16 -and .19 -teams that 1
coached.”

Sebastian is also hopeful a
few other youngsters who
have trained under him in
age-group cricket, like Sal-
man Nizar, Fanoos Fazil and
N.P. Basil. “They are all very
promising,” he said.

S

were

s hnAdAad

fille tional Collegi:
he said. “It was lovely to see sggiatiog pglg
shnu P A Generati ‘
_ple ‘wiong; he had been The 2%396 1‘
- branded as a batsman only  heldinTamp:
it for the shorter formats”  April3t0 7 )
“He is also happy to see the ble the top

each regional
training camyj
~year along w
players fromn
world.

Outstandiny
The six foot
Mary, who d
centre and
this year wo
proved play
Academy [
camp.

The selec

Hockey Series evel
be scrapped after

EI}ESS TRUST OF INDIA
LAUSANNE

The International Hockey
Federation (FIH) will do
away with its Hockey Series
events after this year to ena-
ble its member associations
to focus more on continen-
tal qualifiers and champion-
ships, the game’s governing
body said on Tuesday.

[nsisting that the inaugi-
ral edition of the ongoing
FIH Pro League has been a
success, the world body
said it will stop the Hockey
Series events, which also
serve as World Cup and
Olympic qualifiers, after
this year.

-

Instead, 1l
has decided
emphasis ©
tournament:
tions in big
World Cup &

The decis
the FIH Exx
first meeting
March 15 an
guarters
chairmansh
dent Narind

“The FII
will be dis
2019, allow
sociations t
cipation
qualifiers
ships,” the
statement.




/ Viswajyothi beat Chenglmnur colleg>\\

‘EXPRESS READ
Narrow win for RFC Cochin in KPL

KOCHI: RFC Cochin beat SAT Tirur by a solitary goal
with a 1-0 win in their Kerala Premier League
encounter at the Maharaja's College ground on
Tuesday. The winning goal was scored by Rooney
Youssef in the 28th minute. SAT's Muhammed Shibili
was sent off in the 5th minute.

KOCHI: Viswajyothi College of Engineering beat
College of Engineering, Chengannur 56-29 in the
inaugural match of the 9th Magnum inter collegiate
basketball tournament held at the Viswajyothi
College basketball court an Tuesday. S Sunil scored
12 points for Viswajyothi College.

VISHNU PRASAD @Chenn

ON Wednesday, the Chennai
City story will have its denoue-
ment when I-League officials
finally hand over the trophy to
them. Holding the trophy aloft
will be'a player whose goals
have played the biggest part in
the title triumph — club cap-
tain Pedro Manzi. Waiting to
get their hands on it will be his
all-Spanish supporting cast —
Roberto Eslava, Nestor Gordil-
lo and Sandro Rodriguez.

To say that Chennai City
won simply because they had
better foreign players would be
oversimplifying things and dis-
regarding the impact that
coach Akbar Nawas had on the

T AVARAM IS e g T ()R
SOURAV 53 o RIVA ( 4
VERMA +1 | MOOKERIJEE +16
LAKSHYA | VRUSHALI A
SEN 76 «28 | GUMMADI mU +7
MANJUNATH w BWFfdﬂkm‘ghS{ as Updﬂfﬂd
MITHUN 92 on Tuesday
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'I‘HE s1gmng of Rahul KP from n-

- theflan
dian Arrows could be an indication - session
that Kerala Blasters are planning Rahu
for the future and noton shortterm  the Arr
gains. Blast

The 19-year-old came into lime- youngs
light after being part of the Indian  Singh ¢
team which played in the 2017 FIFA  Samad
Under-17 World Cup held in India. They

He joins his former team-
mates Dheeraj Singh, Non-
gdamba Naorem, Jeakson

- Singh and Mohammad Rak-
ip who were part of the
World Cup team.

Rahul KP who hails from
Thrissur has been a main- g
stay for the All India Foot-
ball Federation’s develop-

ment team which has been playing The ¢

in the I-League for the last two the Ind
seasons. against
The winger has explosive pace Mear

and packs a punch with his shots.  his ISL

He can even slot in at the full back  been in
positions which makes him a versa- His

tile player. end of

He also puts in a defensive shift ticular]
/Dr his team and has been one of the Blast
/}mpressive performers for Arrows  follows
this season. Dheera

EUROPEAN INFLUENC

Sandra Rodriguez (L) and Roberto Eslava were two of CCFC's brilliant Spaniards

team. But that was perhaps the
biggest of the many factors.
Manzi and his fellow Span-
iards created some amazing
numbers over the season.
Manzi netted 21 of the 48
groals that his club scored. fin
ishing joint-top scorer of the
i League. Winger Nestor scored
lght and created nine more.
% indro scored nine and assist-
ed seven. Even Eslava, a cen

S P 1

tral defender by trade, scored a
couple. That’s 40 out of 48.
The man behind bringing
this quartet — as well as goal-
keeper Nauzet Garcia Santana
who was replaced towards the
end of the season due to injury
is no longer with club. Jordi
Vila Gris. a former Barcelona
and Manchester City scout,
had started the season as Ak-
har Nawas' assistant, before

netting a role as an assistant
coach at MLS side New York
City FC. The Spaniards that he
eventually brought to Chennai
City were all players who had
been on his list for a long time.

“lislava started his career in
Telde'sacademy.” savs Jordi. 1
noticed him when he plaved for
the Bside of Las Palmas. ltwas
2009 and he was plaving in the
28 division (third tier of Span-
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